Saint Thomas’ Parish
Washington

December 14, 2008
The Third Sunday of Advent
11:00 a.m.

WHEREVER YOU MAY BE ON YOUR FAITH JOURNEY,
THERE IS ROOM AT GOD’S TABLE FOR YOU.



The Holy Eucharist

PLEASE OBSERVE PRAYERFUL SILENCE BEFORE WORSHIP

Prelude A Short Preludio of Four Parts Onrlando Gibbons

H A bell rings, all stand. The ministers process in silence.

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

¥ The Celebrant says,

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie Eleison McNeil Robinson
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Collect of the Day

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.




The Word of God

First Lesson Isaiah 61:1-4, 811

Gradual Psalm 126 In convertendo
¥ sung by all
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When God restored the fortunes of / Zion, *

then were we like / those who dream.
2

Then was our mouth filled with / laughter, *

and our tongue with / shouts of joy.
3

Then they said among the / nations, *

"God has / done great things for them."
4

God has done great things for / us, *

and / we are glad indeed.
5

Restore our fortunes, O / God, *

like the watercourses / of the Negev.
6

Those who sowed with / tears *

will / reap with songs of joy.

7

Those who go out weeping, carrying the / seed, *

will come again with joy, / shouldering their sheaves.

Second Lesson 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Plainsong, Tone 5

& All stand. Verse 1 of the Sequence Hymn will be sung during the Gospel Procession. Verse 2 will be sung

after the Gospel is read.

Sequence Hymn O day of God, draw nigh
The Holy Gospel John 1:68, 1928
Sermon

The Nicene Creed

Hymnal 600

The Rev. John F. Dwyer

BCP, Page 358



Prayers of the People for Advent
In the enclosure of your heart O God, guide us this Advent season.

In the enclosure of your heart O God, enfold us;
Lord hear our prayer.

In the enclosure of your heart O God, give us courage;
Lord hear our prayer.

In the enclosure of your heart O God, provoke us to action;
Lord hear our prayer.

That peace will rise like bread,;
We can always hope.

That justice will flow like wine;
Our hearts can help to shape.

That this table will make strangers kin;
Our hands to extend the welcome.

That our hope will rise eternal;
We can always pray.

Let us pray for the needs of others, our bishops and other ministers, our nation and the world;
Please follow your petition with the refrain, Lord, hear our prayer.

¥ The priest concludes with a Collect.

Confession of Sin BCP, Page 360

The Peace



The Holy Communion

St. Thomas’ invites all to share in the gifts of bread and wine from God’s Holy Table.
If you do not wish to receive the bread and wine but would like a blessing, please come forward
and cross your arms with your hands on your shoulders and a priest will provide a blessing.

Offertory Anthem This is the record of John Orlando Gibbons

This is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
who art thou? And he confessed and denied not; and said plainly. I am not the Christ. And
they asked him, What art thou then? Art thou Elias: And he said, I am not. Art thou the
prophet! And he answered, No. Then said they unto him, What art thou? That we may give
an answer unto them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? And he said, I am the voice
of him that crieth in the wilderness, Make straight the ways of the Lord.

Scott Wilkens, Countertenor

¥ All stand

Presentation Hymn Hark! The glad sound! Hymnal 72

Eucharist Prayer A BCP, Page 361

Sanctus Plainsong, harmonized Maurice Duruflé
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The Lord’s Prayer
¥ The Celebrant continues
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

¥ Celebrant and People

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.



Fraction Anthem Agnus Dei Plainsong adapt. Mason Martens
0

b 4 t t t i
e

Lamb of___ God,  vyoutake a-way the sins of theworld have_ mer-cy on - us. Lamb of__ God,

}
[ ) [ - o [ o 2} o [ ]

eﬁo
L

e . * e *__. =
you take a - way the sins of the world have___  mer - cy on - us.
0 .
)* A L 1 |
e e e e e e — e S i
e)
Lamb of. God, you take a - way the sins of the world grant__  us peace.
Communion of the People
Communion Anthem  Verily, verily, I say unto you Thomas Tallis
Verily, verily I say unto you, except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His
blood, ye have not life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood hath eternal
life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is
drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood dwelleth in me, and I in
him.
Magnificat ¥ may be sung as a 4 part round beginning as indicated Taizé Chant
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Post Communion Prayer
% All stand. The Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord, Amen.



Blessing

Final Hymn Come, thou long expected Jesus Hymnal 66

Dismissal

% Please be seated for the Postlude which concludes our service.

Postlude A Fancy in C fa ut Orlando Gibbons

Today’s altar flowers are given in loving memory of Gene and Betty Costello by Dan Costello.



@ ST. THOMAS’ PARISH
DUPONT CIRCLE ® WASHINGTON, DC

We're a community of Christians on a spiritual journey. Our worship and life together provides a pathway
towards a deeper understanding of the risen and transforming Christ. Through joyful singing, engaging
preaching, prayer and silence, we come together to share in one bread, one body.

A place to find and be found by God.

The People of St. Thomas’

Vestry
John Carter, Senior Warden; Barbara Hays, Junior Warden
Michael Bell, Dan Costello, Tim Elig, Camille Blake Fall, Mary Hager, Dennis Hobb,
Brad Latham, Michael Mattmiller, Kristin Queen Shaffer

St. Thomas' Parish ® 1772 Church Street NW & Washington, DC 20036

www.stthomasdc.org

Parish Office Hours 8:15 a.m. - 4:15 p.m. M-F 202-332-0607

Ms. Nicole Garner, Bookkeeper

Ms. Evelyn McMillan, Coffee Steward
Mzr. Esteban Mares, Sexton

Mzt. Benson Shelton, Seminarian

nicole@garnergore.com
evelyn.mcmillan@earthlink.net
maresbravo@aol.com

bshelton@vts.edu

Ms. Cindy Pettigrew, Parish Executive Secretary info@stthomasdc.org

Mr. Timothy Hagy, Music Director timhagy@comcast.net or

ician@stth de.
The Rev. John F. Dwyer, Assistant Rector SISO mastc.otg

The Rev. Dr. Nancy Lee Jose, Rector idwyer@stthomasde.org

rector@stthomasdc.org

The Right Reverend John Bryson Chane

Bishop of Washington jchane@edow.org




