
 Saint Thomasô Episcopal Parish 
 
 

 
 

December 24, 2007 
The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ  

10:00 p.m. 
 

WHEREVER YOU MAY BE ON YOUR FAITH JOURNEY, 
THERE IS ROOM AT GODôS TABLE FOR YOU. 



The Gathering Rite 
 

When the Angel Gabriel had spokené From the moment the Archangel 

Gabriel returned to the heavens, having announcing the birth of Jesus, Christians have attempted to portray, in 
writing, art and music, the mystery of the Incarnation. From the eleventh century plainsong antiphon and Magnificat 
to the setting of a carol from the south of France finished days ago, the music heard this evening expresses the timeless 
mystery of ñthe word made fleshò.  
 

Organ Prelude                    Magnificat V (1920)                                                         Marcel Dupré 
 
Choral Anthem                  Ave Maria (1880)                                                    Camille Saint-Saëns 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 
the fruit of your womb, Jesus.  

 
\ Sung by all                    
Hymn 81                            Lo, how a rose eôer blooming 
 
Solo                                       Christmas Lullaby (1928)                                   Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Sweet baby, sleep! What ails my dear? What ails my darling thus to cry? Be still my child, and lend 
thine ear To hear me sing thy lullaby. My pretty lamb, forbear to weep; Be still, my dear; sweet baby, 
sleep. The King of kings, when he was born, Had not so much for outward ease; By him such 
dressings were not worn, Nor such like swaddling clothes as these. Sweet baby, then, forbear to 
weep; Be still my babe; sweet baby, sleep. 

Susannah Edmonds ï soprano 
 
\ Sung by all                    
Hymn 155                            What Child is this 
 
Choral Anthem                  Hodie Christus Natus Est 
  (11th century sacred monody ï Antiphon 1st Vespers of Christmas with Magnificat, Tone IV) 
 

Antiphon: Today Christ is born: today our Savior appears: today Angels appear on earth and 
Archangels rejoice in heaven singing: Glory to God in the highest, Alleluia. 
 
Magnificat: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; for he 
has looked with favor on his lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed: the 
Almighty had done great things for me, and holy is his Name. He has mercy on on those who fear 
him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, he has scattered the proud in their 
conceit. He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. He has filled 
the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has come to the help of his 
servant Israel, for he has remembered his promise of mercy, The promise he made to our fathers, to 
Abraham and his children forever. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
\ Sung by all                    
Hymn 79                           O Little town of Bethlehem 



The Holy Eucharist 

 

The Word of God 
 
\ A bell rings, all stand.  
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People       And blessed be Godôs kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 
 
Entrance Hymn               Angels we have heard on high                                           Hymnal 96 
 
Collect of the Day 
 
 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that 
we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 
where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
\ All are seated 
First Lesson     Isaiah 9:2-4,6-7  
 

Psalm 96:1-4,11-12   

 
1  
Sing to God a new / song; * 
sing to God, all the whole /  earth.  
2  
Sing and bless Godôs holy / Name; * 
proclaim the good news of salvation from day to / day.  
3  
Declare Godôs glory among the / nations * 
Godôs wonders among all / peoples.  
4  
For God is great and greatly to be / praised; * 
more to be feared than all / gods. 



 
11  
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is /  in it; * 
let the field be joyful and all that is there-/ in.  
12  
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
before God, who will / come, * 
who will come to judge the /  earth. 

 

Second Lesson                   Titus 3:4-7 

 
\ All stand  
\ A Cantor sings the Alleluia, all respond. The Cantor sings a verse, all sing alleluia. 
Alleluia / Verse    

 
 

The Holy Gospel                Luke 2:1-20  

 

Sermon                                                                                                       The Rev. John F. Dwyer 
 
Prayers of the People        Form IV                                                                      BCP, Page 388 
 
The Peace 
 
\ All are seated 
Announcements 
 

 
 


