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WHEREVER YOU MAY BE ON YOUR FAITH JOURNEY, 
THERE IS ROOM AT GODôS TABLE FOR YOU. 



The Holy Eucharist 
 

 

Before we worship we speak to God; after worship we speak with one another. 
We invite you to observe the provided meditation in prayerful silence before worship. 

 
God in Trinity; Creator, Savior, Giver of life and truth; reveal the possibilities within us,  

that we may attain to the fullness of our humanity. 
                           From the New Zealand Prayer Book   

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Prelude       Dialogue en ut majeur   Louis Marchand 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
\ A bell rings, all stand and sing  

Entrance Hymn   Songs of thankfulness and praise  Hymnal 135 
 

 

 

 

 

\ The people standing, the Celebrant says 

   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People             And blessed be Godôs kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gloria                               Robert Powel 

 

 
 
 
 



The Collect of the Day 
 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved 
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may 
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and 
the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
The Word of God 
 
 
 
First Lesson     Isaiah 43:1-7 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 29:1-10  Afferte Domino 

        
1  
Ascribe to God, you heavenly / beings  
ascribe to God glory and / strength.  
2  
Ascribe due honor to Godôs holy / Name;  
worship the Most High in the beauty of / holiness.  
3  
The voice of God is upon the waters; the God of glory / thunders;  
God is upon the mighty / waters.  
4  
The voice God is a powerful / voice;  
the voice of God is a voice of / splendor.  
5  
The voice of God breaks the cedar / trees;  
God breaks the cedars of / Lebanon;  
6  
God makes Lebanon skip like a / calf,  
and Mount Hermon like a young wild / ox.  



7  
The voice of God splits the flames of fire; the voice of God shakes the / wilderness;  
God shakes the wilderness of / Kadesh.  
8  
The voice of God makes the oak trees / writhe  
and strips the forests / bare.  
9  
And in the temple of the / Holy One,  
all are crying, / "Glory!"  
10  
God sits enthroned above the / flood;  
enthroned as Sovereign for ever-/ more.  
 
 
 
Second Lesson   Acts 8:14-17 
 
 
 
 
\ All stand. Sing verses 1-2 before the reading of the Gospel. Sing verse 3 after the reading. 
 

Sequence Hymn   When Christôs Appearing Was Made Known  

 
  
 
 
The Holy Gospel    Matthew 2:1-18 
 
 
 
 
Sermon                 The Rev. John F. Dwyer 



\ All stand. 
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Prayers of the People 
 

Gracious God, thank you this Christmas for caring for all of humanity in their various 
circumstances; for caring for the whole earth and all that dwell herein. 
Thank you, Loving God. 
 
For all the people in our lives, for those who love us, those who inform us, and those who inspire 
us. 
Thank you, Loving God. 
 
For all those like Mary, who in spite of their fear, yield to your will and your way. 
Thank you, Loving God. 
 
For those like Joseph, who know the meaning of loyalty, honor, and commitment to one another. 
Thank you, Loving God. 
 
For the innkeepers of this world, and all those who are hospitable and seek to help those without 
food, shelter, or employment and those who despair for their future. 
Thank you, Loving God. 
 
For the shepherds of this world, who tend to their vocations and occupations on this earth, but 
also hear the voice of heaven and respond. 
Thank you, Loving God. 
 
For the angels, especially the ones we know, who are ógood newsô in our lives, and point to the 
deep goodness of God. 
Thank you, Loving God. 
 
For the children of this world, for their health and good learning.  May they delight in life, have 
hope in the future, and come to know you and serve you. 
Hear us, Good Lord. 
 
For the poor, dear Lord.  For those in poor health and those whose situations are desperate in so 
many ways; even for those who have a poor image of you and your beckoning call. 
Hear us, Good Lord. 
 
Gracious God, most of all we are thankful that you are in this life and here to stay.  We are 
thankful that you are present to us in so many ways.  Cheer us on, that your life may be born in us, 
live on in us, and reach fulfillment in us, even unto the Cross and the life to come. 
For the blessing of life and the wonderful purpose you give to it, we thank you Gracious God. 



The Peace 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
 

The Holy Communion  
 

We invite all those who seek God and a deeper life in Christ to receive the sacrament of Holy Eucharist.  
To receive communion take the bread in the palm of your hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup  
when it is offered to you. If you do not wish to receive the bread and wine but would like a blessing, please  
come forward and cross your arms with your hands on your shoulders and a priest will provide a blessing. 

 
 
 

Offertory Anthem   O God, Who By the Leading of a Star Thomas Atwood 
 

O God, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only begotten Son 
to the Gentiles, mercifully grant that we which know thee now by faith 
may after this life have the fruition of thy glorious God-head, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
Presentation Hymn            O love, how deep, how broad, how high Hymnal 448 
 

 
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer D        BCP, Page 372 
 
 
\ Sung by all 
Sanctus and Benedictus                                                                            Richard Proulx 

 



The Lordôs Prayer  
 

\ The Celebrant continues 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

 
       Used by permission. 

 
 


