
St. Thomasô Episcopal Parish, 
Washington, DC 

 
The Ascension of Christ, Salvador Dalí 

 

May 16, 2010 
Ascension Day 

11:00 a.m. 
 
 

WHEREVER YOU MAY BE ON YOUR FAITH JOURNEY, 
THERE IS ROOM AT GODôS TABLE FOR YOU. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Holy Eucharist 
 

 

Before we worship we speak to God; after worship we speak with one another. 
Please observe prayerful silence before worship. 

 

  
 
 
Prelude   Majest® du Christ (LôAscension)               Olivier Messiaen 

 
ñFather, the hour is come, glorify your Son, so that your Son may glorify you.ò 

 
 
 
 
\ A bell rings, all stand. The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 

                       Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People       Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
Entrance Hymn     Hail thee, festival day!                       Hymnal 216 
   
 
 
 
Celebrant      The Lord be with you. 
People          And also with you. 
Celebrant      Let us pray. 
 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ to have ascended into heaven, so we may also in heart and mind there ascend, and 
with him continually dwell; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



The Word of God 
 
 
First Lesson    Acts 1:1-11 
 
 
Psalm 47 Omnes gentes, plaudite              Anglican Chant by Timothy Hagy 
\ Sung by all 

 
1  

Clap your hands, all you / peoples;  
shout to God with a cry of / joy.  

2  
For God Most High is to be /  feared;  
God is the great Sovereign over all the /  earth.  

3  
God subdues the peoples / under us,  
and the nations under our /  feet.  

4  
God chooses our inheritance for / us,  
the pride of Jacob whom God / loves.  

5  
God has gone up with a / shout,  
the Most High with the sound of the / ram's-horn.  

6  
Sing praises to God, sing /  praises;  
sing praises to our Sovereign, sing /  praises.  

7  
For God is Sovereign of all the / earth;  
sing praises with all your / skill.  

8  
God reigns over the / nations;  
God sits upon the holy / throne.  

9  
The nobles of the peoples have gathered to-/ gether  
with the people of the God of / Abraham.  

10  
The rulers of the earth belong to / God,  
and he is highly ex-/ alted.  



Second Lesson  Ephesians 1:15-23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\ All stand.  

Zimbabwe Alleluia 
\ Sing three times 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel   Luke 24:44-53 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon       The Rev. Dr. Nancy Lee Jose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\ All stand. 
The Nicene Creed   Book of Common Prayer, p. 358 
 
 
 
 



Prayers of the People, Form III    BCP, p. 387 
 
 
\ All say the concluding prayer for mission and capital campaign. 
Gracious and loving God, throughout our long history, we at St. Thomasô have sought to 
share Christôs love with each other, our neighborhood, and our world. You have guided 
and created a growing community here where all are truly welcomed and honored. As 
we enter this capital campaign, we pray that you will ignite in each of us a desire to 
create a church home that is the outward sign and symbol of our values. Fill us with 
your Holy Spirit and open our hearts to Your grace. Keep us always focused on Your 
vision for us, and help us to make our parish a place where all can find and be found by 
You. In Jesusô name we pray, AMEN. 
 
 
 
 
The Peace 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO HEALING  
 

The Healing Rite is offered today during the Eucharist, and on the third Sunday of every month. You are 
invited to receive healing prayers for yourself or on behalf of someone else at the healing station. A healing 
minister from the Pastoral Care Ministry Team will offer prayers and the laying on of hands serving as a 
vehicle for Godôs healing power and love. 



The Holy Communion  
Eucharistic Prayer 2 Enriching Our Worship 1 

 
We invite all those who seek God and a deeper life in Christ to receive the sacrament of Holy Eucharist.  

To receive communion take the bread in the palm of your hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup  
when it is offered to you. If you do not wish to receive the bread and wine but would like a blessing, please  
come forward and cross your arms with your hands on your shoulders and a priest will provide a blessing. 

 
 
 
 
Offertory Motet   Omnes gentes plaudite Christopher Tye 
   

Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with a cry of joy. 
For the LORD Most High is to be feared; he is the great King over 
all the earth. He subdues the peoples under us, and the nations 
under our feet.  He chooses our inheritance for us, the pride of 
Jacob whom he loves.  God has gone up with a shout, the LORD 
with the sound of the ram's-horn. 

 
 

 
 
 
\ All stand.  

Presentation Hymn    Hail the day that sees him rise Hymnal 214 
 

 
 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  
People  We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People             It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 
things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. 
You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against 
you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not 
forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 



And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 
eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
 

Sanctus and Benedictus  Richard Proulx 

 
 
\ The Celebrant continues 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of 
sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, 
your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. 
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, 
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 
were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon 
the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  
 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: ñTake, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.ò  
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to 
them, and said: ñDrink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.ò  
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and 
ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body 
and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 
creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time 
bring us, with Thomas and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and 
nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ 
and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and 
praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 



The Lordôs Prayer 
\ The Celebrant continues 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

 
          Used by permission. 

 
Fraction Anthem      
 

Celebrant     Behold Christ, a new Beginning 
People          The hope and salvation of the world. 



\ Communion will be directed by the ushers.  
 
 
Communion Motet   Alleluia! Cognoverunt discipuli William Byrd 
   

Alleluia! The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the 
bread. Alleluia. 

 

 
Communion Hymn      Emmanuel! The angelsô ancient chorus              Voices Found 46 

 



\ All stand.  

Post Communion Prayer from Womenôs Uncommon Prayers  
 

Gracious God, remembering your mercy, you have helped your people in all 
generations, as you promised Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar; now stand with us, blessing 
those who have shared this feast of love, that we may go forth from this place, 
empowered to join with you in your ongoing creation, liberation, and blessing of the 
world. All this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ. Feed us daily, hold us fast, send us 
forth boldly, joyfully, and ever faithful in your Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
 
Blessing 
 
 
 
Closing Hymn   Alleluia, sing to Jesus Hymnal 460 
 
 
 
Dismissal in Eastertide 

 

 
 

 

Postlude   Pri¯re du Christ montant vers son P¯re    (LôAscension)   Olivier Messiaen 

ñI glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. And now I am no longer in 
the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.ò 

 
 

 
The flowers on the altar today were given to the Glory of God 

 by the parishioners of St. Thomasô Parish. 


